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Oral History Makes Learning Memorable 

with Real-life Heroes! 
 

Overview of Project 

 

1.        Purpose 

The purpose of this oral history project is for students to make connections between 

historical events and a real life hero, who’s story might not otherwise be recorded, to gain 

historical empathy, context, and inquiry. This project is aimed at making history 

memorable and involving the students in gathering historical data. “Oral history is a 

method of research that seeks to preserve the memories of individuals who shaped or 

participated in the events of the past. Through informed and empathetic interviewing, the 

oral historian creates information about the famous and the obscure, about events in daily 

life and those of international consequence” (Oral History, 2009). 

 

This oral history project began as a simple project, but evolved into the cross-curriculum 

based integration of eighth grade history, language arts, and literature.  

 

2.       Standards 

 
8.1 Students understand the major events preceding the founding of the nation and relate their 

significance to the development of American constitutional democracy. 

 

8.3 Students understand the foundation of the American political system and the ways in 

which citizens participate in it. 

 

8.4 Students analyze the aspirations and ideals of the people of the new nation. 
 
8.12 Students analyze the transformation of the American economy and the changing social 

and political conditions in the United States in response to the Industrial Revolution. 

 

3.       Objectives 

 

Student will complete an Oral History Research Project using the 10 steps of Oral History 

Research. 

 

4.   Outline of Activities     

 

Week One: 

Students read over the Oral History Packet 

Student selects a real-life hero. 

Student begins research on the timeline and events during the lifetime of their hero (birth 

year, major events, presidents, national and international events, specific topics of 

interest). 

 

Week Two: 
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Student continues basic historical research, to include at least three references. 

Student continues basic historical research, to include at least three more references (for a 

total of at least 6 references). 

Student completes the research and begins the rough draft of a five-paragraph research 

paper. The research paper does not include any specific information about their hero. The 

research paper will include two or three historical events that have taken place during the 

lifetime of their hero. 

Student will include one primary source document in their research paper.  

 

Week 3: 

Schedule and conduct a preliminary interview with their hero (two or three probing 

questions about events that may have shaped their life). 

Begin to develop a question outline of 5 to 7 open-ended questions. 

 

Week 4:  

Complete question outline of 5 to 7 open-ended questions. 

Conduct additional research, based on the information discovered in the preliminary 

interview, to strengthen the five-paragraph research paper.  

Complete the five-paragraph historical essay. 

 

Week 5: 

Conduct the 20 minute (max) interview, including video or audio recording, and pictures 

(mandatory – an 8 x 10 photo of the student with their interviewee). 

Transcribe the entire interview. 

Write a narrative journal response to the interview experience. 

 

Week 6:  

Create an oral history interview portfolio. 

Create a cover page that reflects the specific research and the overall history experience. 

Create the title page for the oral history portfolio. 

 

Week 7: 

Create a table of contents  

Write Part I: Introduction of the oral history experience. 

Complete and type Part I of the oral history experience. 

 

Week 8: 

Begin and complete Part II: Oral history interview documents: a 250 word interview 

abstract, a timed index, a name/subject index, the oral history interview transcript, and an 

interview timeline.  

Begin and complete Part II: An Analysis of the Interview Process: describe the positive 

and negative personal dynamics between the interviewer and the interviewee, assess the 

importance of building rapport, eye contact, body language, etc., the interviewee’s 

control of the interview, the sequence and the effectiveness of the interview questions, 

the objectivity and the biases that impacted the interview, the reliability of the 

interviewee, the validity of the factual content of the interview, and the quality of the 

sound/audio recording.  

 

Week 9: 

Complete Part III: Analysis and interpretation, section 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 

 

Week 10:  



Complete Part IV: Historical Narrative (This is the hero’s biography) 

Complete Part V: Personal Analysis 

 

5.   Digital Storytelling (Option) 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/education/teachers/guides/digital_storytelling.aspx  

 

6.   Handouts and Additional Resources 

 

 

 

 

 
Subject Area:   Reshaping a Nation   Grade Level(s)  8 (Eighth)  
 

Content Standards:  8.3, 8.4, 8.6,         

 

End Product: Oral History 

  

Technology Emphasis: _Use of computers, digital cameras, Internet, and presentation software 

 

http://www.microsoft.com/education/teachers/guides/digital_storytelling.aspx
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